
JORDAN RTVER
FLOW MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT

THrs AGREET{ENT is made and entered into this day

of , 1989, by and among the U.S. DEPARTMENT oF THE

rNTERroR, FrsH AND WTLDLTFE sERvrcE (hereinafter "u.s.
GoveTnment.) i the STATE oF UTAH, DEPARTMENT oF NATURAL

RESOURCES (hereinaf ter .,State.. ) I and SALT LAKE COUNTY

(hereinaf ter i'County.. ) .

WTTNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the State has jurisdiction over water
distribution to satisfy water rights on the Jordan River and

the surprus canar and over the operation of the Farmington Bay

Waterfowl Management areal and,

WHEREAS, the r.ittle Derl Lake project, when compreted,

wirr store runoff frows during spring snowmelt months, which
flows would otherwise continue down Parleys Creek to the ilordan
River and into the marsh areas of Farmington Bay; and,

WHEREAS, the parties desire to mitigate the effects of
the Little DeII Lake Project on the downstream environment of
the Jordan River and Farmington Bay; and,,

WHEREAS, the state has appointed a Lower Jordan River
Commissioner (hereinafter 'Commissioner") to distribute the



flows of the Lower Jordan River according to the water rights;
and,

WHEREAS, the County maintains flood control structures in
the channels of the Jordan River and the Surplus Canal at their
point of bifurcation near 2Loo south street in sart Lake

county, pursuant to an agreement with the u.s. Army corps of
Engineers for the operation and maintenance of the Jordan River
Project; and,

WHEREAS, the flood control structures in the channels of
the Jordan River and the surprus canar are operated by the
county and the commissioner to serve two purposes, namery, the
County operates the structures to divert excess flows from the
Jordan River into the surprus canar during flood periods and

the Commissioner operates the structures to divide flows to
satisfy water rightsl and,

WHEREAS, the operation and Maintenance criteria
established by the corps of Engineers for the Jordan River
Project provides that said flood control structures should be

operated ". . . in such a manner as to prevent flows in the Jordan
River below the bifurcation from erceeding 3OO cubic feet per
second lhereinafter "cfs'] which is estimated to be the
capacity of the river berow this point. ., (see Exhibit A,

attached hereto); and,

WHEREAS, the gates located in the,Jordan
South are currently operated to satisfy water
Jordan River and the Surplus Canal and to

River at 2L0O

rights in the

prevent the
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downstream flows in the

and excess f lows , if drly,

and,

Jordan River from exceeding 300 cfs,
are diverted into the Surplus Canal;

WHEREAS, other flows from the south originating in utah
Lake, Little cottonwood creek, Bi9 cottonwood creek, and Milr
Creek at times may exceed the water rights on the Jordan River
and the Surplus Canal north of 2100 Southl and,

WHEREAS, during the period of time that the frows in
Parreys creek are being captured by the Littre Dell Lake

Project the gates at 2LOA South could be operateci to divert
additionar water into the Jordan River from any avairabre
excess frows entering the Jordan above 2t0o south up to a

maximum of 300 cfs; and,

WHEREAS, in order to mitigate the effects of the Littre
DeII Lake Project on the downstream environment of the ilordan
River and Farmington Bay, the County desires to have the flood
control structures mentioned above operated in a manner which
will divert excess flows into Farmington Bay at any time (r)
the frow in the Jordan River upstream of 2l0o south is
sufficient to satisfy all existing water rights in the Jordan
River and the surplus canar berow that point and (2, the ftow
of the lower Jordan River is less than 300 cfs.

Now, THEREFORE, in consideration for the mutuar promises

set forth herein, the parties agree as follows:
1. As a mitigation measure, dlI excess flows wiII be

diverted into the Jordan River at the 2LOO South flood control
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structures subject to the forrowing two restrictions: (r) no

diversion will be made which would interfere with satisfying
any existing water right recognized by the state of utah on

either the Jordan River or the Surplus Cana1, .and (2> no

diversion will be made which would exceed the 300 cfs
limitation on the capacity of the Jordan River as established
by the Operation and Maintenance criteria for the Jordan River

Proj ect.

2. It is understood and agreed by aII parties that the

diversion of excess water into the Lower ilordan River under

this agreement is contingent upon the presence and availability
of excess flows in the upper Jordan River drainage which exceed

the water rights on the lower Jordan River and the Surplus

CanaI north of the 2l-0O South flood control structures.

3. It is understood that County personnel will operate

the flood control structures mentioned above when the flow of

the Jordan River at 2LOO South is above 600cfs. When the flow

of the Jordan River is at 500 cfs or below, the structures in
the river at 2LO0 South will be operated by the Commissioner.

4. It is understood and agreed by the parties that the

County's performance under this agreement wiIl take place

within the existing flood control operations and maintenance

program, and that nothing in this agreement shall be construed

as authorizing the County to manage or distribute the waters of

the Jordan River or its tributaries; such power resting with
the State, acting through its appointed river commissioners.
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The mitigation flows wiII be reduced immediately upon notice

from the Commissioner that excess flows are not present and

available. Nothing in this agreement shaII be construed as a

waiver or limitation of the State or County's immunity under

the provisions of the Utah Governmental Immunity Act, Section

63-30-1, et seq., U.C.A. , fot the management of flood waters

and the operation of flood and storm systems. It is further

understood and agreed by the parties that the County will make

its best efforts to provide the desired mitigation flows,

pursuant to the terms oi this agreement, but that the County

cannot guarantee the availability of any particular excess

flows in the Jordan River and shall not be held liable therefor.

5. Nothing in this agreement shall be construed as

modifying, superceding or expanding any existing rights to

store waters as part of the Little DeII Project.

6. This agreement constitutes the entire agreement

between the parties, and no other promises or understandings,

express or implied, shall be binding upon the parties. No

amendment or modification to this agreement shall be effective

unless made in writing and signed by the parties.

7. This agreement shall be for a period of twenty (20)

years and may be renewed and/or modified and renewed in writing

for additional twenty (20) year terms as long as mitigation for

impacts of the Litt1e DeIl Lake Project is required.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this

agreement the day and year first above written.
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n
SALT LAKE

n
couNlY

ATTEST:

Salt Lake County Clerk
R458

811

Chai rman
Board of County Commissioners

U.S. DEPARIIIENT OF THE TNTERTOR,
FISH AND WII,DLIFE SERVICE

By
Titl

STATE OF UTAH, DEPARTTUENT OF
NATT'RAL RESOT'RCES

By.
Title

lttFouED As ro Fomr
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EX.AIEIT A

(l+ ) control stmcture. fbe control stnrcturee ln
Jordan RTG;ffi-surplus Ca,ual near 2lst Soutb

Street bgs tno functlons 2 v7'z', to d'lverb excegB

flowe lnto the canal 1n flood perlode, ancl to
dtvide flor,rs to satlefy water rtghts' Tbe con-
trolstnrctureattbebeadofSurplusCanalbae
a fleahboard' controlled concrete ogee gectlon'
lbe stnrcture 1e 85 feet w1clE and' J0 feet. Iong'
Tbeogeesectlonhaeinelevatlonot\rZZl+feet'
Elevenflaebberclbaysbavebeenslnceclon]-fggt
centerEontbecreEtoftbeogeeeectlonl-norder
toacccnnoda.tetbetnsta]-latlonoffleshboardgto
elevation \r24.5- The control gtnrcturc acros8
tbe Jordan B:Lver wae congtnrcted. r,rttb flve l+8"

cnrtletg tbrougb 1t, each controlled' by a nnuaily
operated' uetat sLlde gete et tbe upetrenm s4fl'
d,rfng low otegee of tbe rlrrer, tbe dlverelon
stnrctureg are to be oSnr:ratetl to Cllvlde tbe flol'l
as requlreA to eatlsfy donnstrearo water reqlulre-
nents.Drrc.ngtheflooclsea8onbetveenlNovenber
encl I June, att t:auUUoarde ere to be remo\ted andl

the elldle lates oIED. , At eucb tfue vben the weter
eurfacee reaches elewtlon I+ r?2T, the e11dE gatea

ehould be closecl 1n such a nanaer as to prevent
flowelntbeJordanRlverbelowthebl:furcatton
fromexceedlng3Oocublcfeetpereecond'wb1cble
estlmetecl to be tbe calnclty of tbE rlver below
tble Polnt.

(S) Gatee at Eeail of GoGSln p'.6,ln. DIrtDg tbe floodl'
ffi Jrrne, tbegetee
at the tread of Goggln Drstn abcnrlS notmalJ;'bo 

'lon. If tbe gegc on tbe
erredl to ln Prngraplr t-06 of
or exceede a readlng of B'5

ortfflowLntbechannel:reacbegorexceeds2r00O
c.f .8.1 BE ratecl by tbe U.S.G'S', the 6atea et thc
bea,dofGogglnDralnshoultlbeotrnnedlnorderthat
Goggln Draln ntBy carlT lte nrJ.l calaclty'

b. Insrection ancl Malntensnce.

(1) Pertlnent of tbe Cod.e of Federe..!
t

I) are quotecl 1n Pett es followe:

" (b) lBacelLaneotrg Facllltlea (f) l'talntenance'
Misceuaneoue etnrctures and. fecllLtleg conetnrcted.
as a lnrt of tbe protectlve works antl otber

zl
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